Skorba temples

* It was discovered in 1925 by the then director of museums Sir Temi
Zammit.

* Two megalithic temple structures were unearthed, one of which
dates back to 3600 BC, An amazing and unique stone sculpture was
found at Skorba—a miniature model of a roofed temple.

e archaeologists also found remains of ancient dwellings thought to
predate the temple period. These could have been the houses of the
temple builders and their families. Studies on these structures have
shed some light on how our prehistoric ancestors sustained
themselves, what food they ate and how they lived their daily lives.



Skorba temples

* The remains on the site are a
series of megalithic uprights
(one of them 3.4m high), the
lowest course of the temples’
foundations, paving slabs with
libation holes in the entrance
passage, and the torba (a
cement-like material) floor of a
three-apse temple.




agar Qim

* The Hagar Qim complex consists of a main temple and three
additional megalithic structures beside it. The main temple was built
between 3600 and 3200 BC; however, the northern ruins are
considerably older. The outside entrance serves as an interior passage
and connects six large chambers. The right apse is constructed as an
arch to prevent the upright slabs falling inward. The outside wall, built
of huge upright blocks, projects inwards, thus creating an extremely
solid building



agar Qim

* Temple forecourt

* Dwelling-houses and bastion
* Northern temple

* Women's chamber

* Main temple

* The niche

* The watering place




Temple forecourt

* An extensive forecourt paved with large, irregular slabs occupies the
area before the outer wall. It is a solid floor, encumbered with large
blocks that once formed part of the walls or a series of chambers.
One of the paving stones is pierced through and is theorized to have
once served the purpose of a fireplace.




Northern temple

* The northern temple is the oldest part of Hagar Qim, containing an oval chamber
with a semi-circular apse on each side. Following the second doorway is another
chamber with similar apses.

* The northern temple uniquely has three insulated layers of flooring. The
Pavement on the topmost level is not marked by sacrificial fires, unlike the lower
loors. Due to the different methods used in polishing the stone, scholars have
theorized that the three layers of pavement illustrate three major shifts in
construction at Hagar Qim.

e Stone balls of different sizes are located alongside the walls of the northern
temple and other parts of the structure. These are theorized to have been the
rollers used to transport the megaliths. Excavations have revealed such rollers
buried beneath the megaliths, thus contributing to a solid foundation.



Dwelling-houses and bastion

* A group of middle-sized stones form small, semi-circular areas
commonly referred to as "dwelling-houses". Alongside these, four
rectangular monoliths approximately two-feet thick enclose a
rectangular area, leaving an entrance in one corner.

* The bastion flanks the temple and is built from large stone blocks. Its
western wall is about 20 metres long, curving in on itself towards the
main temple and an outdoor shrine. It has been theorized that this
was done to protect the complex from wild animals, which are known
to have been plentiful at that time on the islands



Main temple

* Beyond the temple entrance is an oval area 14.3 m (47 ft) long and 5.5 m
(18 ft) wide with large slab walls, originally topped by courses of masonry.
The two apsidal ends are separated from the central court by two vertical
slabs pierced by rectangular openings. These openings are thought to have
been adorned with curtains to limit access to the side apses.

* The central area is paved with well-set smooth blocks, and along the walls
are low stone altars, originally decorated with pit-marks. Some of these
blocks are discoloured by fire. In 1839, archaeologists discovered important
objects in this court, now shown in the Valletta Museum. These include
stone statuettes, a detailed altar-stone with deep carvings representing
vegetation, a stone slab with spirals in relief and a displaced sill-stone.



Hagar Qim photos
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Stone statuettes from Hagar Qim




Mnajdra temple

* The excavations of the Mnajdra temples were performed under the
direction of J.G. Vance in 1840, one year after the discovery of #agar
Qim.

* The cloverleaf plan of Mnajdra appears more regular than that of
Hagar Qim, and seems reminiscent of the earlier complex at Ggantija.

The prehistoric structure consists of three temples, conjoined, but not
connected:

* It is made up of 3 temples — upper, middle and lower



Mnajdra — upper temple

* The upper temple is the oldest structure in the Mnajdra complex and
dates to the Ggantija phase (3600-3200 BC).[7] It is a three-apsed
building, the central apse opening blocked by a low screen wall. The
pillar-stones were decorated with pitmarks drilled in horizontal rows
on the inner sur];a e.




Middle temple

* The middle temple was built (or possibly rebuilt) in the late Tarxien
phase (3150 — 2500 BC), the main central doorway of which is formed
by a hole cut into a large piece of limestone set upright, a type of
construction typical of other megalithic doorways in Malta. This
temple appears originally to have had a vaulted ceiling, but only the
base of the ceiling now remain on top of the wall and, in fact, is the
most recent structure. It is formed of slabs topped by horizontal

courses.



Lower temple

the lowest temple, built in the early Tarxien phase, is the most impressive and
possibly the best example of Maltese megalithic architecture. It has a large
forecourt containing stone benches, an entrance passage covered by horizontal
slabs, one of which has survived, and the remains of a possibly domed roof. The
temple is decorated with spiral carvings and indentations, and pierced by
windows, some into smaller rooms and one onto an arrangement of stones




Photos of Mnajdra temple
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